XI

FISHING

FISHING is an industry for which it is difficult to draw
a line between the mediaeval and modern periods. Short
of the introduction of steam trawlers it is hard to find
any change in the methods employed. The bulk of

commercial fishing
has always been
carried on with nets,1
and may be divided
into the pursuit of
fish with moveable
nets and their en-
snaring by means of
stationary nets and
traps such as eel-
pots. Both kinds of
fishing are referred
to in the Domesday
Survey. Of the many river fisheries mentioned in that
record, it is not always possible to say whether the word
piscaria means the general right to take fish or the actual
possession of a weir, a contrivance of stakes and wattles
by which the fish were directed into fixed nets or wicker
traps. In the case of the sea-coast manors, however, where
a fishery is entered it can hardly be anything but a
stationary kiddle or stake net, a * sea hedge ' (heia maris)

1 .Certain fish, such as cod, were caught with line and hook, but
there is very little documentary reference to line fishing.



Primitive fishing with rod and line,
nth cent.